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Creating an inclusive learning opportunity for ethnically minoritized children from the perspective

of relationship of citizenship education and language policy and practice in multicultural countries

NYEIN SU HLAING (Graduate Student, Okayama university)

Having equal opportunities and rights is one of the important factors in today’s world of the diverse
countries. Each and every country is diverse itself and there are diversities even in the same country.
Diversities can be from the perspective of gender, class, ethnic origin, race etc. There occur majorities
and minoritized groups based on these diversities. My country, Myanmar, is rich in ethnicity possessing
over one hundred ethnic national races. As a result of the existing majority and ethnic minorities in the
society and most of the policies are set for the public good otherwise focusing on majority, there are
many inequalities found in politic, economic and social sectors. Therefore, it is significant to remedy
the unfair situations or inequalities between majority and minoritized groups for reducing and
eliminating them which are leading to the country’s loss. Out of inequalities, the worst is those in
education. One of them is language policy and practice. The language policy and practice in education,
and language education have a great impact on the ethnic diversities. Thus, this research will try to find
out the similarities and differences, and the success and failure in education system of multicultural
countries by means of their language policies in order to be able to create an equal learning opportunity
for minorities. At first, this study will mainly focus on the comparison of language policy and practice of
Japan and Myanmar which are multicultural countries. The next step will be a thorough study of the
heritage language education/ learning and mother-tongue based education which are part of a solution
to the above educational inequalities. The final step will be a creation of an equal learning opportunity
or environment or designing or creating learning videos for minorities. With the focus of language
policy and practice, this study aims for an inclusive learning situation to promote civic participation or
social inclusion which is one of the important points of citizenship education. In this way, this study
hopes not to ignore or let any minorities leave behind from every vital role of a country and besides,

ensures to cultivate qualified human resources equally.

Keywords: heritage language education/ learning or mother-tongue based education, ethnic diversity,

equal learning opportunity

Reference: Kirkpatrick, A. and J.liddicoat, A. (2019). The Routledge International Handbook of
Language Education Policy in Asia (pp. 97-110, pp. 243-256), New York.
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AKOZ EREXL WK TA2 Doy (2014 ) o THREiE RS, Lw) by 70 TZ X el
EVIHIEITIE, RD K ) BEEHVEMINTWE, T, THIDAVIGETR > 7k, il SoTHREZL
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PIRERFEBETA27-DICIIBHOA ) X 257 2D TED L H ICEBAREL Dbk 9.
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