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Exploring the Motivations and Influential Backgrounds of Teachers Engaged in Global Citizenship

Education

LUO GUYUE (Graduate School of Okayama University)

Background

Local communities and the world are closely interconnected, so much so that even within the boundaries of one's own
country, not only the economy but also policies are influenced by global relationships. Therefore, it is only natural that
education today must also adapt to meet the demands of this era.( Kinto & Enokida. 2010)

Global Citizenship Education (GCED) is an educational framework aimed at empowering learners to become
responsible global citizens. It emphasizes understanding global issues, respecting cultural diversity, and fostering a
sense of shared responsibility for the well-being of humanity and the planet. In today’s interconnected world, GCED is
increasingly significant as it prepares students to navigate and contribute positively to a global society. (Oxley, L., &
Morris, P. 2013)

For GCED to be effectively implemented, it is crucial to understand the motivations and backgrounds of the
teachers who bring it to life in the classroom. Teachers' personal and professional experiences, beliefs, and values
directly influence how they approach and deliver GCED. By examining these motivations and backgrounds, educators
and policymakers can better support teachers in this role, ensuring that GCED is taught in a way that is both meaningful

and impactful.  (Schugurensky, D., & Wolhuter, C. 2020)

Research Objective

The primary objective of this research is to explore and analyze the motivations and backgrounds of teachers engaged in
Global Citizenship Education (GCED). By reviewing existing literature, this study aims to identify key factors that
influence teachers' decisions to incorporate GCED into their teaching practices. This research will also seek to uncover

gaps in the current understanding, laying the groundwork for future in-depth studies.

Research Methodology
This research will begin with a comprehensive literature review, analyzing previous studies that examine the
motivations and backgrounds of teachers involved in GCED. The review will synthesize findings from diverse contexts

to identify common themes and patterns.

Expected research results
The research is expected to reveal a range of motivations, including both intrinsic and extrinsic factors, that drive
teachers to engage in GCED. The study also aims to identify areas where additional support or professional

development may enhance teachers' ability to effectively implement GCED in diverse educational settings.
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From the migrant children's manners to the school engagement:

in the context of fokubetsu katsudo participation

Dao Ngoc My Linh (Osaka University)

Migrant children attending Japanese public schools have increased over the previous decade. Yet, their higher education
dropout rates exceed the national average due to academic struggles and school adjustment problems caused by the
abrupt environmental changes and language barriers. Despite Western studies suggesting that school engagement is
crucial for migrant children’s adaptability and long-term educational achievement, there is still insufficient study of this
field in a Japanese context. To sustain and support migrant children’s rights to education, the author makes an effort to

research the bridge between these children’s participation in group activities at school and their school engagement.

This case study examines migrant children’s participation in tokubetsu katsudo (special activities), non-academic group
activities in classrooms, clubs, and school events intended to promote a happy and fulfilling school life, to determine
their school engagement elements. This is an ongoing study that followed previous research by the same author
analyzing the school engagement of 1.5-generation Vietnamese children inside Japanese public schools. As previous
research illustrated, through participation in tokubetsu katsudo, the Vietnamese migrant children developed a certain
level of emotional and behavioural engagement with their school. This presenting study takes a deeper look into the
Vietnamese migrant children’s actual experience of participation in fokubetsu katsudo, as well as the differences in their
manners between their participation in these non-academic activities and theirs in academic subjects. Two Vietnamese
migrant children at Japanese public elementary schools in the Kansai area were observed from this April until now.
While they are in the same grade and age, one child has come to Japan for 3 years with a better Japanese language level,
the other just arrived last year and is still studying daily life terms in Japanese. The observations were mainly conducted
inside the classroom, including 2 academic classes and their lunchtime when they have toban (classroom duties) such as

kyiishoku (serving lunch) and soji (cleaning), which took up to 3 to 3.5 hours for each observation.

Through the observation, Vietnamese migrant children showed different reactions toward their teachers and peers
during school activities participation. The results showed that these children have very different manners and attitudes
when participating. One child was very obedient and cooperative, and the other child showed mixed signals of resisting
communication and teamwork with classmates. It implies an opposite trajectory of school engagement between these
children. While there are internal factors such as the age of migration and Japanese language level that might affect
their acts, external factors such as the teachers’ and peers’ interaction and the school system are explored for their
different manners. Through the observations, the child who has more years studying at the Japanese school was the one
who showed mixed signals. This child’s school can be said to be stricter compared to the other school, and the

atmosphere seems to be more tense. This is important since Japanese elementary schools, especially tokubetsu katsudo,
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aim to teach children relationship formation, social participation, and self-actualization; however, the longer a migrant
child stays in the school, the less he/she wants or knows how to achieve this. Through the observations, to enhance the
migrant children’s school engagement, a question of teachers’ planning and conducting the school activities as well as

the peers’ support is concerned.

Keywords: special and extracurricular activities, engagement of children and youth, tokubetsu katsudo, Vietnamese

migrant children, teachers’ and peers’ support
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A Study on the Qualities of Teachers as Leaders of Peacebuilding Education

A Survey Study on the Myanmar Pre-service Teachers’ Views

FHBEBBEDY -5 — & L TOBMOEEICET 2%
-y UN—OHELMORBRICET S HENZ-

Wint Zaw Htet (Graduate Student, Okayama University)

According to the level of peacefulness, the Global Peace Index (GPI) describes the ranking of
the peaceful countries around the world. While Japan is at the rank 17 in 2024, Myanmar is at the rank
of 148. It shows that Myanmar needs to promote peacebuilding education urgently. Actually, the
demography of Myanmar is quite complicated based on ethnicity and cultural diversity. Having more
than 130 ethnic groups, people spread into different States and Regions throughout the country, their
language, traditions and customs, dressing styles and beliefs are totally different from each other. Since
after getting independence in 1948, Myanmar has been experiencing the ethnic conflicts for 70 years
which are yet unresolved. Although education is not an explicit component of the National Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA) between the government and many ethnic armed groups, it can be seen as an
important aspect in peacebuilding. A new curriculum which includes the lessons for peace education is
currently being implemented in Basic Education. It aims to remove institutionalized discrimination
against ethnic minorities, language and cultures in order to ensure equitable access and at the same
time to build peace in the country. Whereas, the role of the teachers become important as leaders of
peacebuilding education. The personal qualities, knowledge and skills of a teacher who will perform as
a leader of peacebuilding education are crucial important for determining the success of the
implementation process. This study will mainly focus on the views of pre-service teachers of Myanmar
since they are especially being trained with the new curriculum of Teacher Education. Only when they
are competent with the qualities of peace builders, they will be able to implement the new curriculum
successfully. At first, an open-ended question survey was conducted online to explore the Myanmar
pre-service teachers’ views and analyzed them. Then, the next step will focus on the development of a
lesson on Peacebuilding Education by clarifying the principles and methods of peacebuilding education
and by using the theories of citizenship education in Europe and United States. The lesson development
will be done at the three Education Degree Colleges of Myanmar which aims to verify the effectiveness
of the developed program by comparing the responses of pre-service teachers before and after the
lesson. By doing this research, it is hoped to get a better understanding of the qualities of teachers who

perform as leaders of peacebuilding education. Moreover, it aims for pre-service teachers of Myanmar
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to have an awareness of the importance of peacebuilding education and the crucial role of teachers in
the process of peacebuilding in their country. And it aims for them to be able to utilize their knowledge,
skills and experiences in their actual classroom practice. Ultimately, it is intended to contribute in

implementing peacebuilding process in Myanmar.

Key words: peacebuilding education, qualities of teachers, Myanmar pre-service teachers’ views
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